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JUDGE’S GUIDE — PUBLIC SPEAKING
Impromptu Speeches

1. AGE Areas for Improvement:

Senior 4-H members: age 13 and over as of December 31st of the previous year.

2. TIME
a. 1-2 minute speech.
b. 1 minute of preparation should be given to each contestant.
c. Contestants may take notes during their presentation time, but may not use notes
in the delivery of their impromptu speech.
d. No indication of elapsed time to be given to the speaker during the speech.

Additional Comments:

3. TOPIC
a. Contestants to be prepared for any topic. Suggested topics are to be simple,
everyday occurrences, things or events that are relative to 13-19 year olds;
e.g. school, home, family, hobbies, sports, etc.
b. Topic to be the same for ALL contestants at any one event.

4. USE OF SCORE CARD
a. Judges to score using the Excellent-Poor range by placing a V in the appropriate
box.
b. Deduct 5 points for every minute or part thereof under time, or over time.

5. PROVINCIAL PUBLIC SPEAKING NOTE
a. At provincial level 4-H public speaking the impromptu length is to be 2-6 minutes.
b. The preparation time is 40 minutes.
c. Contestants are not permitted to use notes in the delivery of their speech.

6. AWARDS
To be eligible for the Public Speaking Senior Skills Certificate, members must score
75% on their prepared speech plus 75% on their impromptu speech. For more
information, refer to 4-H BC Publication #128, Award Opportunities Guide.
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